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SWEET  BRIAR  COLLEGE 


Purpose  and  Ideals 

THIRTY  years  ago  Sweet  Briar  College  was  founded 
with  the  expressed  hope,  on  the  part  of  its  Board 
of  Directors,  that  it  would  become  *'the  first  among  the 
establishments  for  female  education  in  the  State  and 
the  South."  Today  its  reputation  as  one  of  the  out- 
standing women's  colleges  of  the  country  is  firmly  es- 
tablished. And  behind  it  is  a  growing  body  of  loyal 
friends  and  active  alumnae. 

The  aim  of  Sweet  Briar  College  has  been  to  provide 
a  sound  liberal  education;  to  establish  the  broad  basis 
of  a  knowledge,  understanding,  and  appreciation  of  the 
arts  and  sciences;  to  quicken  the  minds  and  build  the 
characters  of  women,  the  great  majority  of  whom  re- 
turn to  their  homes  and  become  absorbed  in  their  com- 
munities. 

Some  of  Sweet  Briar's  graduates  go  on  to  advanced 
work  and  careers  in  the  field  of  scholarship,  but  the 
majority  of  college  women,  like  the  majority  of  college 
men,  stop  with  the  A.  B.  degree.  Some  Sweet  Briar 
alumnae  go  into  business  or  professional  careers,  but 
the  majority  of  college  women,  unlike  the  majority  of 
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college  men,  do  not  become  contenders  in  the  field  of 
economic  competition. 

They  become  instead  the  agents  for  the  disbursement 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  economic  competition  of  men. 
They  become  the  buyers  of  the  nation,  the  users  of 
wealth.  They  set  the  tastes  and  standards  of  their 
communities.  They  train  the  rising  generation,  in- 
fluence public  opinion,  and  form  the  backbone  of  many 
charitable,  religious,  and  civic  undertakings. 

Aware  that  the  social  fabric  of  every  civilization  is  in 
the  hands  of  women,  Sweet  Briar  has  concentrated  on 
the  work  of  training  enlightened  and  mentally  disci- 
plined women,  of  giving  them  perspective  and  a  sense 
of  permanent  values,  of  influencing  them  to  take  an 
intelligent  and  effective  part  in  the  life  of  the  com- 
munities in  which  they  live. 

Foundation 

UNDER  the  will  of  Mrs.  Indiana  Fletcher  Williams, 
$545,891.64  and  eight  thousand  acres  of  land 
were  left,  in  1 900,  for  the  founding  of  the  college. 

Sweet  Briar  was  at  that  time  a  remote  plantation  in 
a  comparatively  sparsely  settled  section  of  Virginia, 
connected  with  the  outside  world  only  by  poor  dirt 
roads  which,  at  that  time,  were  frequently  impassible 
even  for  a  carriage  during  the  winter  months. 
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To  clear  and  level  the  ground,  construct  roads,  estab- 
lish railroad  connections,  provide  a  water  supply  and  a 
power  system,  and  to  erect  buildings  for  the  college 
and  the  farm,  required  $384,440  of  this  original  sum. 
The  expenses  incident  to  opening  the  college  and  run- 
ning it  during  its  first  years  and  the  expansion  made 
necessary  by  its  growth  took  most  of  the  remainder, 
leaving  but  $5,700  of  the  original  bequest  for  perma- 
nent endowment. 

Through  small,  widely  distributed  gifts,  the  endow- 
ment has  grown  to  $42 1 ,000  at  the  present  time.  It  is 
apparent,  however,  that  from  the  beginning  Sweet 
Briar  has  been  insufficiently  endowed  and  almost  en- 
tirely dependent  for  its  maintenance  upon  student  fees. 

Small  Beginning 

SWEET  Briar  opened  in  September,  1906,  with 
thirty-six  students,  eleven  members  of  the  faculty, 
four  college  buildings  and  four  faculty  residences.  En- 
rollment more  than  doubled  the  next  year  and  the 
faculty  was  increased  to  fifteen. 

At  the  end  of  ten  years,  enrollment  had  increased  to 
253  students,  with  thirty-one  members  of  the  faculty. 
The  dormitory  capacity  was  reached  by  1925  and 
slightly  exceeded  in  the  period  from  1 928  to  1 93 1 ,  and 
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enrollment  fell  little  below  capacity  during  the  depres- 
sion years.  At  present  the  student  body  numbers  422 ; 
the  faculty,  50;  and  other  staff  members,  22.  To  the 
original  group  of  buildings  have  been  added  ten  more 
college  buildings  and  four  more  faculty  buildings. 

Leadership 

THE  administration  of  the  first  president  of  Sweet 
Briar,  Dr.  Mary  K.  Benedict,  from  1906  to  1916. 
was  a  time  of  pioneering,  of  setting  the  mold  of  the 
new  college  and  charting  its  future  course. 

During  the  presidency  of  Dr.  Emilie  Watts  McVea, 
from  1916  to  1925,  academic  recognition  was  secured 
by  Sweet  Briar,  and  the  college  was  put  on  the  accredit- 
ed list  of  the  Association  of  American  Universities, 
the  Southern  Association  of  Colleges  and  Secondary 
Schools,  and  the  American  Association  of  University 
Women. 

The  administration  of  Dr.  Meta  Glass,  who  assumed 
the  presidency  in  1925,  has  been  a  period  of  consoli- 
dating past  gains,  of  academic  strengthening  and  ex- 
pansion, and  of  sound  financing.  Dr.  Glass  has  long 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  educational  life  of  the  state 
and  the  nation.  She  is  a  former  president  of  the  Assoc- 
iation of  Virginia  Colleges,  an  active  member  and  form- 
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er  vice-president  of  the  Association  of  American  Col- 
leges, vice-president  of  the  National  Advisory  Council 
on  Radio  in  Education,  and  the  national  president  of  the 
American  Association  of  University  Women. 

Policy 

FROM  the  beginning  the  effort  was  made  at  Sweet 
Briar  to  build  upon  a  firm  foundation,  both  aca- 
demically and  financially.  The  growth  of  the  college 
has  been  steady  and  continuous,  but  never  spectacular. 
It  has  maintained  a  liberal  and  experimental  but  never 
a  radical  attitude  toward  the  educational  trends  of  the 
time. 

A  study  of  the  development  of  the  curriculum  shows 
a  constant  growth  and  effort  toward  adjustment  to 
individual  requirements,  but  the  changes  have  been 
made  in  response  to  tested  needs  and  have  been  kept 
within  the  range  of  the  physical  and  financial  situation 
of  the  college. 

Sound  Financing 

SWEET  Briar  has  a  record  of  thirty  years  of  careful 
planning  and  sound  financing.  Every  dollar  has 
been  utilized  to  its  full  capacity ;  and  at  the  same  time, 
permanent  educational  values  have  never  been  for- 
gotten. 
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The  continuous  progress  of  the  college  has  been 
accomplished  in  spite  of  the  ever-present  handicap  of 
lack  of  funds.  Increased  faculty,  to  provide  increased 
course  offerings  to  a  growing  student  body;  higher 
faculty  salaries,  to  provide  first-class  instruction ;  schol- 
arships, to  encourage  able  students;  maintenance  of 
buildings  and  grounds;  repairs,  enlargement  of  the 
physical  plant,  and  even  in  large  measure  the  erection 
of  new  buildings,  have  all  had  to  come  out  of  current 
income. 

All  Sweet  Briar  buildings  are  of  red  brick  Georgian 
architecture,  well  and  substantially  built.  Yet  it  is  a 
significant  fact  that  the  physical  plant  of  the  college — 
six  dormitories,  a  refectory  building,  two  laboratory 
and  classroom  buildings,  the  library,  the  gymnasium, 
the  infirmary,  eight  faculty  buildings,  the  Bookshop 
Building,  the  Inn,  the  power  plant,  the  laundry  and 
other  service  units — has  been  erected  at  a  cost  of  only 
slightly  more  than  one  million  dollars,  approximately 
$1,100,000. 

It  is  also  significant  that  the  bonded  indebtedness 
incurred  for  the  construction  of  needed  buildings  has 
been  steadily,  and  is  now  completely,  retired,  the  pro- 
cess having  been  accelerated  rather  than  retarded  dur- 
ing the  depression  years. 
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During  this  period  of  almost  universal  retrenchment, 
the  faculty  was  increased  and  strengthened,  the  range 
of  sabbatical  leaves  was  broadened  to  include  associate 
and  assistant  professors,  and  the  salaries  of  full  pro- 
fessors were  increased  to  bring  them  into  line  with  those 
of  other  high-standard  women's  colleges. 

Also  out  of  current  income  during  this  difficult  time 
has  come  an  emergency  fund  for  the  aid  of  able  students 
who  would  otherwise  find  it  impossible  to  return  to 
college.  In  the  years  since  1 933,  the  college  has  aided 
an  average  of  23  per  cent  of  the  student  body  by  means 
of  scholarships  and  emergency  grants. 

Sweet  Briar  has  been  and  is  hampered  by  the  lack  of 
adequate  endowment,  and  much  of  its  future  usefulness 
will  depend  upon  the  degree  to  which  that  lack  may  be 
overcome.  But  in  appraising  the  present  situation  of 
the  college  and  planning  for  its  future,  the  soundness  of 
its  academic  and  financial  foundations  is  an  asset  of 
inestimable  value. 

Donations 

AFTER  making  donations  for  buildings  amounting 
to  $41,000,  Mr.  Fergus  Reid,  long  a  member  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  and  now  its  president,  presented 
the  Mary  Helen  Cochran  Library  to  Sweet  Briar  in 
memory  of  his  mother. 
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The  Daisy  Williams  Gymnasium  was  the  gift  of  the 
students  enrolled  from  1922  to  1931.  The  Infirmary 
was  made  possible  by  a  gift  from  Dr.  Mary  Harley,  for 
twenty-nine  years  college  physician,  as  an  annuity  trust. 

The  Students'  Bookshop,  an  independent  enterprise 
managed  by  a  committee  of  the  faculty  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  the  students  with  a  shop  selling  below  re- 
tail price,  has  erected  a  building  housing  the  shop,  the 
Post  Office  and  several  faculty  apartments  out  of  its 
profits  over  a  period  of  years.  The  Boxwood  Inn,  an- 
other independent  enterprise  under  faculty  manage- 
ment, has  similarly  erected  a  building  out  of  its  pro- 
ceeds. 

The  construction  of  the  remainder  of  the  buildings 
has  been  financed  by  the  college  and  paid  for  out  of 
current  income. 

Future  Plans 

IN  cooperation,  the  Board  of  Directors,  the  faculty, 
the  student  body,  and  the  alumnae  have  developed 
a  careful  plan  for  the  future  of  the  institution,  based 
upon  the  idea  of  a  continuation  of  the  same  steady 
progress  which  has  characterized  the  life  of  the  college 
from  the  beginning.  The  plan — a  statement  of  the 
goals  to  be  achieved  within  the  next  ten  years — out- 
lines the  following  principles : 
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First,  that  Sweet  Briar  shall  continue  to  be  a  Lib- 
eral Arts  college. 

Second,  that  it  shall  continue  to  be  a  small  college 
with  an  enrollment  not  to  exceed  500  students. 

Third,  that  its  endowment  should  reasonably  reach 
$1,000,000  within  ten  years. 

Academic  Needs 

SWEET  Briar's  academic  needs  are  of  primary  im- 
portance. These  are  broader  and  less  easily  de- 
fined. In  making  plans  for  the  future,  it  is  borne  in 
mind  that  many  profitable  fields  of  study  must  remain 
outside  the  province  of  a  purely  liberal  arts  college. 

Increase  of  the  faculty  and  extension  of  the  curricu- 
lum as  need  requires  are  major  considerations.  The 
steadily  maintained  and  growing  interest  in  various 
departments  shows  the  need  for  three  new  people  in 
the  department  of  Modern  Languages;  for  two  more 
persons  in  the  English  department;  for  one  or  two 
more  in  History  and  Government;  for  another  person 
in  Economics  and  Sociology  and  another  in  the  Biology 
department. 

A  larger  annual  income  from  which  more  faculty 
members  and  more  generous  equipment  may  be  pro- 
vided is  an  absolute  need  for  rounding  out  these  de- 
partments. 
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New  courses,  as  enrollment  and  academic  develop- 
ments require;  new  majors,  such  as  a  major  in  Art  as 
soon  as  it  can  be  given;  the  continuation  and  better 
organization  of  Honors  Work;  and  the  extension  of 
tutorial  and  seminar  methods  of  instruction  are  among 
academic  plans  for  the  immediate  future. 

Because  of  lack  of  funds,  there  is  at  present  no 
system  of  retirement  allowances  for  members  of  the 
faculty.  A  fund  for  the  estabhshment  of  such  a  system 
is  most  urgently  and  earnestly  desired. 

There  are  no  endowed  scholarships  at  Sweet  Briar 
and  all  scholarship  aid  must  come  out  of  current  income. 
This  year  the  Board  has  earmarked  $14,800  from  cur- 
rent funds  for  scholarships — competitive  for  freshmen 
and  awarded  on  the  basis  of  scholarhip  and  need  to 
students  already  in  college.  Funds  are  urgently  needed 
to  endow  scholarships.  Funds  are  needed  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  special  collections,  such  as  a  small  mu- 
seum of  natural  history;  a  museum  of  social  anthro- 
pology and  ethnology;  a  collection  of  paintings  and 
reproductions  for  the  Art  department. 

The  Library  needs  an  endowment,  as  well  as  special 
endowments  for  the  development  of  departmental  li- 
braries and  special  units.  By  a  grant  in  aid  from  the 
Carnegie  Corporation  of  New  York,  and  as  generous  an 
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annual  appropriation  as  the  college  has  been  able  to 
make,  the  library  grew  from  1 1 ,000  to  39,000  volumes 
in  the  last  ten  years.  Funds  are  needed  to  continue 
this  development. 

Physical  Needs 

THE  physical  needs  of  Sweet  Briar  are  definite  and 
clear.  The  existing  buildings  are  overcrowded. 
All  available  space  is  now  in  use,  frequently  for  pur- 
poses for  which  such  space  was  never  intended. 

It  is  estimated  that  $750,000  would  cover  the  cost 
of  erecting  all  the  additional  buildings  needed  to  com- 
plete the  original  plans  for  the  college.  These  plans, 
drawn  in  ]  902  by  the  firm  of  Cram,  Goodhue  and 
Ferguson,  of  Boston,  under  the  special  direction  of  Mr. 
Ralph  Adams  Cram,  have  been  followed  consistently  in 
the  erection  of  new  buildings. 

A  New  Auditorium 

THE  present  assembly  hall  in  Manson,  which  has 
been  used  as  a  combined  auditorium  and  chapel 
since  the  college  opened,  is  entirely  inadequate  in  both 
space  and  equipment.  Stage  space  and  equipment  and 
backstage  facilities  are  restricted  and  inconvenient. 
There  are  no  suitable  reception  rooms  for  college  func- 
tions.    Most  urgently  needed  is  a  building  to  house  a 

PAGE  TWELVE 


theatre  or  general  auditorium  with  reception  rooms  for 
academic  and  social  functions,  and  adequate  quarters 
for  the  Music  Department.  Music  is  now  housed  in  a 
small  temporary  frame  building. 

A  Chapel 

THE  importance  of  churchly  surroundings  in  religious 
worship  and  the  deep  spiritual  value  of  a  detached 
and  quiet  place  for  meditation  and  prayer  are  unques- 
tioned. This  is  not  possible  where  the  only  general 
gathering  place  must  be  used  for  all  purposes.  A  new 
separate  chapel  has  long  been  needed  and  urgently 
desired  at  Sweet  Briar.  A  temporary  palliation  of  this 
need  could  be  effected,  v/ith  the  building  of  a  new  audi- 
torium, by  remodelling  the  present  chapel  for  religious 
services  only. 

A  Science  Building 

ANEW,  modern  Science  Building  is  requisite  for 
the  adequate  development  of  the  natural  and 
physical  sciences  at  Sweet  Briar. 

The  departments  of  Biology,  Chemistry,  Physics,  and 
Psychology  are  now  housed  in  Academic  Building,  into 
which  is  also  crowded  the  Art  Department.  The  growth 
of  the  science  deparments  has  required  the  use  as  labo- 
ratories of  rooms  not  designed  for  that  purpose  and 
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hard  to  service.  All  these  departments  need  more 
space,  more  conveniently  planned  laboratories  and  lec- 
ture rooms,  with  periodical  and  reference  book  rooms 
contiguous  to  the  laboratories.  The  Biology  department 
needs  space  for  a  small  museum  of  natural  history,  a 
herbarium  room,  and  a  room  for  aquaria. 

The  Art  department  has  only  one  room  and  a  corner 
of  the  basement  assigned  to  its  use.  A  Science  Build- 
ing would  free  space  in  Academic  for  adequate  quarters 
for  Art,  with  additional  lecture  rooms  and  faculty 
offices. 

A  New  Dormitory 

DORMITORY  living  at  Sweet  Briar  is  crowded.  The 
six  dormitories  all  need  increased  bathroom  fa- 
cilities, more  sitting  rooms,  housekeeping  rooms  (kitch- 
enette and  pressing  rooms),  more  reception  rooms  for 

the  entertainment  of  guests,  and  another  large  recrea- 
tion room  on  the  north  side  of  the  campus  to  balance 
the  Common  Room  on  the  south  side. 

A  new  dormitory  is  needed  to  permit  the  enrollment 
to  rise  to  500  students  and  to  insure  less  crowded  living 
in  the  present  dormitories. 
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A  Faculty  Apartment  House 

ADEQUATE  housing  for  a  steadily  growing  faculty 
has  frequently  been  a  serious  problem  to  the 
college  administration.  Some  members  of  the  faculty 
have  built  their  own  homes  on  college  property.  The 
college  has  added  to  the  number  of  faculty  residences 
and  utilized  all  available  space,  but  faculty  housing  is 
still  a  problem.  A  new  faculty  apartment  house  is 
needed,  with  apartments  of  varying  sizes  to  meet  in- 
creasing requirements. 


An  Entrance  Building 

rp  HE  present  entrance  to  the  college  quadrangles  is 
■^  by  a  narrow  and  sharply  curved  road  which  runs 
between  the  main  buildings.  This  creates  a  dangerous 
situation  as  the  students  use  this  road  constantly  in 
walking  from  one  building  to  another.  For  safety  and 
for  the  relief  of  congestion,  a  circular  road  running 
around  the  college  buildings  instead  of  between  them, 
with  a  small  entrance  building  providing  information 
offices  and  reception  rooms,  is  urgently  desired. 


PAGE  FIFTEEN 


A  Swimming  Pool 

SWEET  Briar's  lake,  covering  twenty-three  acres, 
offers  ample  opportunity  for  swimming,  diving, 
boating,  and  water  sports  contests  in  the  spring  and 
early  fall  but  cannot,  of  course,  be  used  during  the 
winter.  There  are  now  no  facilities  at  Sweet  Briar  for 
swimming  during  the  cold  months.  A  pool  is  needed  in 
the  Daisy  Williams  Gymnasium,  in  a  new  wing  not  yet 
built  but  included  in  the  original  plans. 

Summation 

FOR  Sweet  Briar  the  record  of  achievements  of  the 
past  thirty  years  is  clear.  The  achievements  of 
the  future  will  depend  in  large  measure  upon  the  success 
of  the  college  in  overcoming  the  handicap  of  inadequate 
endowment  and  lack  of  funds  for  essential  needs. 

To  continue  its  progress,  to  fulfill  its  potential  use- 
fulness, to  justify  the  work  of  the  past  and  to  meet  the 
challenge  of  the  future,  the  college  must  have  the  gen- 
erous support  of  its  alumnae,  through  the  Alumnae 
Fund;  of  its  friends,  through  the  Living  Endowment; 
and  of  the  friends  of  education,  through  gifts  large  and 
small,  for  general  endowment  or  for  special  projects. 
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